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Welcome to 2017. The year feels 

like it has only just started and yet 

we are mid March already. This is 

our first newsletter for this year 

and contains a lot of helpful infor-

mation so please have a read. Eve-

ryone here at SFC is looking for-

ward to an exciting year ahead.  

SFC are planning a number of 

events this year for both our chil-

dren and our carers and your case 

worker will keep you informed of 

these events, however please also 

utilise our Facebook site and our 

webpage to stay in touch. There 

are some great training opportuni-

ties occurring and it is worthwhile 

discussing what’s on offer with 

your case worker, to see if training 

would be beneficial for you. Our 

Caring for Jarjums Culture has 

commenced and is suitable for any 

carers who provide care for Abo-

riginal or Torres Strait Islander 

Children. This will be rolled out on 

a continual basis at this time in-

cluding weekends and weeknights  

and will be offered in all locations – 

even remote areas. EVOLVE also have 

The Quest Program which is very in-

formative around trauma based behav-

iours. 

Shared Family Care undertook our Li-

censing Audit in January 2017, and the 

Human Services Quality Framework 

Audit in June 2016. The outcomes from 

these audits were extremely good 

which is a great result considering the 

sector is so highly regulated. This excel-

lent result is indicative of the commit-

ment and dedication demonstrated by 

the staff at Shared Family Care. 

 I would like to personally thank all of 

our carers for their continual dedica-

tion and commitment to being foster 

carers. We look forward to another 

exciting year ahead supporting our 

carers and working with our partners 

to achieve great outcomes for our chil-

dren. 

Sharon Thorburn  

Program Manager 

Shared Family Care 
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Health and Wellbeing 



CARER CONNECT | Shared Family Care | Issue 5            March 2017  

4  

Cultural Connect 

2017 National NAIDOC Theme   
Our Languages Matter 

The 2017 theme - Our Languages Matter - aims to emphasise 
and celebrate the unique and essential role that Indigenous 
languages play in cultural identity, linking people to their 
land and water and in the transmission of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander history, spirituality and rites, through 
story and song. 

 

Some 250 distinct Indigenous language groups covered the 
continent at first (significant) European contact in the late 
eighteenth century. Most of these languages would have had 
several dialects, so that the total number of named varieties 
would have run to many hundreds. 

 

Today only around 120 of those languages are still spoken 
and many are at risk of being lost as Elders pass on. 

 

National NAIDOC Committee Co-Chair Anne Martin said lan-
guages are the breath of life for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples and the theme will raise awareness of the 
status and importance of Indigenous languages across the 
country. 

 

“Aboriginal and Torres Strait languages are not just a means 
of communication, they express knowledge about every-
thing:  law, geography, history, family and human relation-
ships, philosophy, religion, anatomy, childcare, health, caring 
for country, astronomy, biology and food. 

 

Languages will be the focus of national celebrations marking NAIDOC 

Week 2017. 

“Each language is associated with an area of land and has a 
deep spiritual significance and it is through their own lan-
guages, that Indigenous nations maintain their connection 
with their ancestors, land and law,” Ms Martin said. 

 

Committee Co-Chair Benjamin Mitchell hopes that the theme 
will shine a spotlight on the programs and community groups 
working to preserve, revitalise or record Indigenous lan-
guages, and encourage all Australians to notice the use of 
Indigenous languages in their community. 

 

“There is currently a wave of activity, with people in many 
communities working to learn more about their language, 
and to ensure they are passed on to the next generation be-
fore it is too late.’ Mr Mitchell said. 

 

“Nationally, many place names for our suburbs, rivers, 
mountains and parks are Indigenous language words. Notic-
ing and paying attention to these words will generate greater 
appreciation and respect for the significance of language 
among all Australians. 

 

"The preservation and revitalisation of the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander languages - the original languages of 
this nation - is the preservation of priceless treasure, not just 
for Indigenous peoples, but for everyone." 
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Events 

Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Young Girls Yarning Circle 
17yo & under 

 
 

When:         Thursday 2 March 2017 
 Thursday 16 March 2017 
 Thursday 30 March 2017 
 

Time:   10.00am – 12.00pm 
 
Where:  Healing Waters 

 Ronan Street 
 Vincent Qld 4814 

 (Across from Vincent State School) 
 

Contact: Enid Surha    4433 9085 – 0467 802 098 
   Saroma Monday   4433 9410 
   Raylene Dean   4433 9411 
 
Service providers can you please bring a plate to share for the 
meeting 
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SFC Information 

BILLABONG SANCTUARY  

 
Shared Family Care have Billabong Sanctuary pass cards available for our Foster Carers. These cards allow you to visit 
Billabong Sanctuary when you have a child/ren placed in your care. Carers can only use one card at any time which will 
allow you to bring along up to a total of 17 persons including yourself. 

  

If you are interested in using the Billabong Sanctuary pass cards please call Shared Family Care on 47793332 to book 
your preferred date to attend. When contacting Shared Family Care to make your booking please ensure that you have 
the date you would like to attend, number of children and number of adults attending. Without all these details we are 
unable to process your booking. Bookings can only be made through Shared Family Care and you must not contact the 
Billabong Sanctuary directly. 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi2l8Dw68jSAhWDKpQKHSkyCeoQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ilovecairnsdeals.com.au%2Fcategory%2Fescape-cairns-deals&psig=AFQjCNFjIeUP2ISe5iThdiQM7UBUEmuU_Q&ust=1489
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Training 

Evolve Therapeutic Services North Queensland 

2017 Training calendar 

Quest  

Term 2: 

Wednesday mornings 9.00-12.00   

8 sessions starting 26.4.17 ending 14.6.17 

Term 3: 

Monday mornings 9.00-12.00   

8 sessions starting 17.7.17 ending 4.9.17 

Term 4: 

Wednesday mornings 9.00-12.00   

8 sessions starting 11.10.17 ending 29.11.17 

Mini Quest 

2 day program - 8.30am-4.30pm 

Townsville:  11th and 12th September 

Caring for Culture 

Term 2:  

Friday mornings 9.00-12.00 

3 sessions starting 2.6.17 ending 16.6.17 

Term 3:  

Friday mornings 9.00-12.00 

3 sessions starting 25.8.17 ending 8.9.17 

Term 4:  

Friday mornings 9.00-12.00 

3 sessions starting 17.11.17 ending 1.12.17 

Circle of Security for Foster Carers 

Term 2: 

Monday mornings 9.00-12.00 

8 sessions starting 1.5.17 ending 19.6.17 

Term 3: 

Wednesday mornings 9.00-12.00 

8 sessions starting 19.7.17 ending 6.9.17 

Term 4: 

Monday mornings 9.00-12.00 

8 sessions starting 9.10.17 ending 27.11.17 
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Friday ESCAPE Topic  Venue 

January 27 Managing Anxiety in Childhood and Adolescence Mike St Maurice Kirwan Conference 

Room 

February 24 Understanding and Intervening with Children 
with Sexually Reactive Behaviours 

Shannon Baker Kirwan Conference 

Room 

March 31 Making Sense of Self-Harm and Suicidal Behaviour in Young 

People 

Shannon Baker 
and Michele 
Beresford 

Kirwan Conference 

Room 

April 28 Working with Children with harmful substance use Youth ATODS Kirwan Conference 

Room 

May 26 The role of medication in treating common Child 
and Youth Mental Health problems 

Dr Elizabeth Jacko Kirwan Conference 

Room 

June 30 Considering Cultural Safety in Therapeutic Case Work Neena Walker Kirwan Conference 

Room 

July 28 Understanding and Working with Infant Mental Health Con-

cerns 

Shannon Baker 
and Dr Susie 
Cameron 

Kirwan Conference 

Room 

August 25 Management of Children impacted by both Disability and 

Trauma 

Rachel Jones 
and Taryn 
Dymock 

Kirwan Conference 

Room 

September 29 Using Sensory Processing to Help Children Regulate 
Emotional Distress 

Tegan Turner Kirwan Conference 

Room 

October 27 Planning for Therapy – what works for children with 
trauma and disturbed attachment 

Shannon Baker Kirwan Conference 

Room 

November 24 Becoming an adolescent in the Child Protection System Mike St Maurice Kirwan Conference 

Room 

Coming to a conference room near you  ……..  The Friday ESCAPE sessions (Enhancing Stakeholder Capacity and Professional 
Education) 

The Friday ESCAPE is a monthly mental health education program provided free of charge by Townsville Evolve Therapeutic 
Services (ETS) for all professionals working with children & young people in the care of the Department of Communities – 
Child Safety & Disabilities Services. It is an opportunity for professionals and carers working with children in care to network, 
learn and share resources together. 

Sessions will be held on the last Friday of every month from 9am-12pm (tea and coffee provided). 

For all bookings or further enquiries, please contact: 

Shannon Baker, Professional Development Coordinator, Evolve Therapeutic Services (ETS) – North Queensland Tel: 4433 

9004 or Email: Shannon.Baker@health.qld.gov.au 

Please Note: We need minimum number (5) bookings for workshops go ahead 
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Kids Corner 
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Child Safety News 
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Referrals/ Intake  

Intake/Referrals 
It has been a busy start to 2017 with Shared Family Care seeing a 40% increase in referrals received as compared to the first 

two months of 2016. Although referrals have increased, Shared Family Care have had difficulty in placing many children due 

to the children’s ages and level of support needs. Within the Townsville region there is approximately 35 children currently 

placed in Youth Worker supported placements e.g. hotels, residential facilities and that number will continue to increase. 

This is due to the region being short on carers who are willing and/or able to provide primary placements to teenagers, and/

or children with High Plus support needs.  

 

Based on this current need, Shared Family Care (in partnership with Department of Child Safety), are implementing a new 

referral pathway model called “High Plus Placements”. High Plus Placements is directed at the children who are classified as 

demonstrating High Plus support needs, and teenagers who are more difficult to place in a family based placement.  

 

The High Plus Placement model is a very different process. SFC are asking for our current carers to identify whether or not 

they would be willing to change their current Foster Care Agreement to take on an older child, or a child with High Plus sup-

port needs who desperately need the support and structure within a family.  

 

The High Plus Placement process is very different than the standard placement process.  If a carer identifies that they may be 

willing to take on a High Plus child or teenager as a primary placement, the first step is for a stakeholder meeting to be con-

vened between the potential carer, Shared Family Care, CSO, Team Leader, and Manager of the Child Safety Service Centre 

which holds case management of the child, as well as any other relevant stakeholders in the child’s life (e.g. Youth Workers, 

Evolve, Act for Kids) to discuss the current behaviours and needs of the young person and what supports can be wrapped 

around this placement.  

 

Once this meeting has occurred and the carer decides that they are an option, a support plan for the placement is discussed. 

Supports for the carers may include two afternoons of Youth Work support, fortnightly respite, High Support Needs Allow-

ances, just to name a few.  

 

There is obviously so much more I could say in regards to High Plus Placements but Shared Family Care are currently arrang-

ing an information session for our current carer’s in regards to this so please stay tuned if interested.  

 

Thank you and I look forward to speaking with you all over the coming months.  

 

Justin Pascoe – Intake/Referrals Family Case Worker. 
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Partnerships & Supporters 

Our deepest appreciation  

A word of thanks to some of our wonderful supporters ( no room to mention them all): 

Southern Cross Austereo for choosing Althea Projects as the recipient of the Field of Dreams program.  This means that 

some of our Foster and Kinship Carers will be taking their foster children to watch some of the 2017 Cowboys games live!! 

 

Armi from IGA  (Magnetic Island and Bushland 

Beach) for choosing Althea Projects as their 

charity to support for their annual golf day.  

Last year this event raised approximately 

$20’000 for Althea. 

Zambrero Have you seen our donation tins all 

around Townsville?  We are so grateful to many 

places but would like to mention Zambrero today 

as you will find our donation tins in most Zambrero 

outlets in Townsville.  Apart from having our dona-

tion tin Zambrero also operate their plate for a 

plate program. 

All money raised for Althea Projects stays in the Townsville, Burdekin and Charters Towers areas.  If you 

know of a great business who would like one of our donation tins or would like to support us in any 

other way please give them our details. 

Thank you to everyone who helps Althea in any way. 


